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Abstract: In this work, ubiguitous leaming (u-leaming) has heen used to motivate and
facilitate Gth-grade Primary students in an urban public school to leam about
emvironmental issues in Science class (outdoor and indoor activiies) from their
everyday life. U-leaming has been recognized as an innovative mobile leaming (m-
leaming) approach that enables students to directly interact with real-world natural
phenomena with supports from digital technology. Masaro and Srisawasdi (2014)
reported that leaming in real contexts by u-leaming (with smartphones, tablets. )
could promote students”™ self-efficacy, perceiving ease of use in Science leaming
activity. MHeaming in Science fopics provides opportunities to interact with real
phenomena with positive impact on students’ leaming motivation (Kongpet et al.,
2014}. The increasing popularity of WhatsApp as a social network can be explored to
be used also as a leaming platform. Bouhnik and Deshen (2014) reported an
exploratory research with teachers using the platform to communicate with their pupils,
showing educational advantages but also difficulies which may arise. Geolocation
using the potential of technologies such as Google Earth in education has been also
highlighted (Patterson, 2007). In this case, the teaching proposal for the students in the
Science class was set in terms of a scientific scholar investigation: the discovery of the
main features of our urban ecosystem (common fauna and flora that students can find
in their everyday life in urban spaces, evaluating at the same time the degree of care
for the environment in the city). To this aim, following the inquiry-based leaming focus
they were asked: (1) to locate and evaluate information (obtained, reqistered and
shared with smart-mobile technology and WhatsApp platform by the class group under
parental control), (i) to classify collected data (in the cloud), (i) to analze and
synthesize results obtained (using webs for basic hiological classification and
geolocation, shanng documents online) and eventually, (iv) to be able to communicate
their findings to others, following the same procedures than researchers perform in the
Scientific Community. In this way three main areas have been addressed in Science
class in the bilingual program: technological skills (mobile and online ICTs
technologies), scientific literacy skills and English communication skills as a second
language with a student-centered, collaborative leamming approach, both face-to-face
and online {Curtis and Lawson, 2001).
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